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in extra broad stripes, has a most ferocious aspect. The ordinary Vaishnava uses a white clay called tirumani, found in various parts of the country, and sold at a very cheap rate in the ordinary bazaars. In the case of the Madhvas, however, of whom particular mention will be made further on, the "clay used in making the marks is of a yellowish colour, and is called gopichandanam, which, to be of the purest kind, should be brought from Dwaraka in Guzerat. The ordinary Vaishnavas rub the clay in the palm of the left hand with a little water, and then with a finger of the right hand or with a strip of metal kept for the purpose, take it and draw a broad line from the centre of one eyebrow to that of the other; then from the centre, or the outer end of each eyebrow they draw a perpendicular streak right up the forehead. This mark is said to represent the foot of Vishnu (Vishnu padam). In the centre of the two perpendicular lines, and in a line with the nose, a third but narrower perpendicular streak is drawn. The colour chosen is red or yellow according to fancy, but yellow is said to fre the most orthodox. This central mark is in honour of Lakshmi, the wife of Vishnu, and is called srlchurnam, the whole forming a trident. The marks on the other parts of the body are also made with three perpendicular streaks, two white and one red or yellow, but they are not so carefully made as those on the forehead, which are often drawn in quite an artistic manner. As a rule these body marks are merely a broad smear of white with a coloured dab in the middle, though the one on the chest is sometimes more carefully made. All the wearers of this trident mark are worshippers of Vishnu, but they may be either worshippers of that deity alone, as the Bdmanujas; or they may be votaries of Vishnu and at the same time pay honour lo Siva. The followers of B&manuja are called amongst the Telugus Acharyas and amongst the Tamils they are